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an important part of their object, the protection of the
interests of their members, including the interests of the par-
ticular types of schools which they represent; (2) those which
have as their object disinterested investigation of educational
problems of a general character; and (3) those which have as
their object improved teaching in special branches of school
curricula. To deal in detail with the whole subject of teachers'
organizations would not be in keeping with the scope of the
present volume, but some reference to their main features
seems desirable.
(a) For promotion of By far the most prominent among the
professional interests first group is the National Union of
Teachers, founded in 1870 as the
National Union of Elementary Teachers. This large organiza-
tion seeks to combine all qualified teachers into one body. Its
members were mostly from the schools formerly called "ele-
mentary," although, with the increase in the number of
grammar schools after the 1902 Education Act, many teachers
from these schools also joined. The "N.U.T.," as the
organization is familiarly known, admits men ami women to
membership and to all offices on precisely equal terms.
Sectional interests have, however, led to the formation of
other associations. The National Union of Women Teachers
seeks to secure equal opportunities and equal pay in the teach-
ing service for women and men of the same professional status.
The National Association of Schoolmasters, on the other hand,
is opposed to the principle of equal pay, and is in favour of
separate consideration of men teachers.
Among other bodies, a place of honour must be accorded to
the College of Preceptors, the oldest existing association of
English teachers. It was founded in 1846, with the object of
protecting the interests of private schools and schoolmasters,
as distinguished from the public and the endowed grammar
schools. More recently (1883), the Private Schools Association
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